
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 29 November 2017] 

 p6250b-6250b 
Hon Robin Chapple 

 [1] 

HELENA AND AURORA RANGES — MINING 
Statement 

HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [6.23 pm]: I rise this evening to make a brief statement about 
the Helena and Aurora Ranges. I take on board the position that the Minister for Environment has recently taken 
to mining in that area. I think we need to go back and have a look at a bit of the background of this issue. The 
Helena and Aurora Ranges, also known as Bungalbin by the Kalamaia Capurn people, is a banded iron formation, 
referred to as a BIF. It is an outcrop, and it is not a large area of development. The concentration of conservation 
values associated with the Helena and Aurora Ranges make it one of the most significant biodiversity assets in 
Western Australia. It is home to many endemic species, which I will deal with in a moment, found nowhere else 
on earth, and is part of what we refer to as the Great Western Woodlands, which we know many members of the 
public believe should be excluded from mining activity, particularly in the area of Bungalbin. It has five endemic 
species. We know that the tetratheca, a very rare and endangered plant, has been removed from the Windarling Peak 
area and no longer exists there. There are many threatened fauna species, and 10 specifically BIF-dependent species 
in that area. It is a priority one ecological community, and many other species of fauna are specific to the area. 
The previous Environmental Protection Authority recommendation was that the areas of the highest conservation 
value, surrounding the area of the Mount Manning reserve, be protected from mining, by the establishment of an 
A-class nature reserve to include the highest priority conservation areas, as outlined in the EPA documents, 
defining temporary exclusions for mining and mining infrastructure in the proposed A-class nature reserve in areas 
where mining is currently approved. It went on to make a number of other recommendations. These, unfortunately, 
were overturned by the previous minister. The matter was then referred back to the Appeals Convenor, who 
recently determined that the EPA’s recommendations should stand, and that the appeals against the process by the 
mining industry should be dismissed. 
The present Minister for Environment has stated in a media release that he supports the Appeals Convenor’s 
position on these matters. I thank the minister for that position. I am a tad concerned that, normally under the 
Environmental Protection Act, the approvals process goes to the point at which the minister is the final 
decision-maker. I think Hon Donna Faragher would know that when the minister makes a decision, that decision 
is final. The minister said in his media release that he had made the decision, but he would take his decision back 
to his parliamentary colleagues. 
Hon Donna Faragher: You’re wrong. I’m sorry, you’re wrong. 
Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE: I am ready to take advice. 
Hon Donna Faragher: The minister makes a decision—you are correct. I saw the minister’s press statement, and 
he is also correct, insomuch that, once the decision is made, then it will go out to other decision-makers, who have 
been identified through the EPA’s report, and they have to concur with the conditions as well. That is the final 
process, so the minister is correct. 
Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE: I will take that on board. It just concerns me that we actually have a ministerial decision, 
and we are now going to have other input into that decision, so we might end up with a situation in which the 
minister’s decision may be modified, amended or even overturned by his colleagues. That is the concern I am 
trying to raise here tonight. I support the minister’s position; I think it has been a good decision, and I hope that 
the minister, in taking it to his colleagues, can retain the position he articulated in his media release. 

House adjourned at 6.28 pm 
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